





























Hilbish, County Superintendent of Schools; Professor John B. Boyer,
Assistant County Superintendent of Schools; Dr. C. W. Rice, School Board
President; School Board members Mrs. Hanford Shuman, F. Merrion Gross,
and Charles R. Derk; Miss Claire Scholvin, Supervising Principal; Professor
Boise L. Bristor, High School Principal; Charles W. Rhoads, Attendance
Officer; Paul Rice, Davis and Rice Architects; and W. C. Ellsworth, WPA
Engineer. School was dismissed at 1:15 on this day and the school children
marched up to Fourth and Hanover Streets, The Calhoun Boys Band played
“America” and the opening prayer was given by Reverend Walter B. Knight
of the First Baptist Church. After remarks by the esteemed citizens listed
above, the corner stone was cemented in place while the band played “The
Star-Spangled Banner.” The ceremony closed with the benediction given
by Reverend Russell J. Crouse of St. John’s Lutheran Church.

On January 2, 1938, following the Christmas recess, the Freshman
Sophomore, Junior, and Seniors classes moved into the new
Northumberland High School. This was the only Freshman class to attend
school in the high school building. (The school building at Second and
Orange Streets now became the Junior High School, attended by students in
grades seven, eight, and nine.) The high school was dedicated on January
27,1938, and was named the “Dr. C. W. Rice Building,” in honor of the man
who had worked so diligently for its construction.

The desire to establish an athletic field behind the high school was
made possible by another grant from the WPA. On September 17, 1938,
the “F. Merrion Gross Memorial Stadium” was dedicated to the memory of
this devoted School Board member (class of 1910) who had died several
weeks prior. The merchants of downtown Northumberland closed their
stores at 1 PM so folks could get there for the 2 PM ceremonies. Three
bands, totaling 175 students, were featured: the 65 member Shamokin
High School Band; the Northumberland High School Girls’ Band, led by Miss
Elizabeth Bostian and Professor T. Holland Paist; and the Calhoun Boys’
Band, led by Harold Bollinger. Although no speeches were made prior to
the Norry-Shamokin football game, Postmaster Charles Gubin dedicated the
F. Merrion Gross Memorial Stadium over WKOK. Attendance at the opéning
game was estimated to be between 3500 and 4000 people. The bleachers
on both sides of the field were designed to seat 2000, but 2600 people
paid admission to attend the game. The Northumberland Pineknotters had
12 cheerleaders, dressed in maroon and white, to cheer the team on. Norry

beat Shamokin 7-6.
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Many important games were played in the new F. Merrion Gross
Memorial Stadium, but probably no game is more remembered than the
football game at Sunbury in 1956 when Norry beat Sunbury 20-6. This
victory occurred last in 1893.

By the time Norry beat Sunbury, both the Junior High and the High
School buildings were bulging at the seams. The Point Township schools
had merged with the Borough schools in April, 1950. At this time, the
name was changed to “Priestley Joint High School.” However, this name
change was obviously not popular with the local residents since by 1953,
the name was changed back to “Northumberland High School.” By 1957,
there were 558 pupils to be housed in grades 7 through 12. Once again,
the school district was running out of room. Luckily, the planners for the
C. W. Rice building had anticipated this growth and had selected a site
where there was room to expand.

The proposed building program called for the construction of an
addition at the north end of the High School on a lot formerly used as a
playground. Early in 1958, the School Board hired the architectural firm of
Buchart Associates of Lancaster to design the new addition. The School
Board members were Willard W. Deets, president; George A. Burgard, Mrs.
Edith Epler, Mrs. Ruth Hockenbrock, William F. Hollenbach, Lewis Hummel,
Gordon S. Krum, John E. McCreary, Dr. William B. Simington, and James C.
Snyder, members; Russell S. Machmer, solicitor; Mrs. M. Elizabeth Reeder,
secretary. By June of 1958 the preliminary sketches of the proposed
addition were approved. The building would contain 6 general classrooms,
specific rooms for homemaking, arts and crafts, music, industrial arts, and
physical education. In addition there would be administrative and health
suites, faculty and conference rooms, and a guidance office. The total
dimensions of the addition would measure 33,700 square feet. In April,
1959, authorization was given by the School Board to float a bond issue of
$950,000. The lowest bid for general contractor for the new project,
$750,054, was submitted by Bogar Construction Company of Selinsgrove.
The new addition was occupied in the fall of 1960. By this time, in the
former senior high school the shop area had been converted to an
agricultural classroom, the old gym had been made into a cafeteria able to
feed 190 students at a sitting, and the former home economics room was
renovated into a library with a conference room. The new addition was

formally dedicated on November 19, 1960.
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During the next few years, the unthinkable was actually being
discussed: Northumberland High School would merge with its long-time
rival, Sunbury High School, to form what would become the Shikellamy
School District. In 1965 the merger actually took place, with the Class of
1965 being the last class to graduate from Northumberland High School.
Between the organization of the high school in 1872 and the merger in
1965, 82 classes, with a total of 3,512 students, have graduated from
Northumberland High School.
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Stesle School T 1910-1911
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The Charles Steele School ut Saxm und Orange streets in North-
umberiand is considered an eyesore by Northumberland Coun-
cilman The borough bought the building for $1

in 1978.
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